SPRING FARM Complied by Linda K. Jones

Spring Farm, a historically significant property in the Pennsdale, PA area, is located along the west branch of the Susquehanna River on the tributary of Wolf Run.

It was originally settled by surveyor and land agent William Ellis where he, at the age of 21, built a log cabin in 1771, under the “New Purchase” treaty with Native Americans. In 1778, British-allied Native Americans burned the log cabin and pioneer orchard during the “Big Runaway”.

Upon returning to the property in 1783 Ellis built a second structure log home using some saved logs from the fire. This structure remains and is part of the current Spring Farm house. 

In the early 1800s the Ellis’ would have built the large bank barn that still remains intact with large hand hewed beams, together with a large dairy barn addition done in the 1920s.

William Ellis died in 1806 and left Spring Farm to his daughter, Rachael. Rachael married Jacob Haines in 1815 and from 1815 to 1822 they lived near Philadelphia and taught at The Westtown Quaker School. During that period the first major renovation was done under the supervision of Rachael’s brother William Cox Ellis, an attorney and Congressman from 1820-1824. 

From 1822 to 1832 the Haines’ moved back to Spring Farm. In 1832 they traded Spring Farm for Wolf Run and Edge End with Henry Ecroyd. Jacob and Rachael Haines were very involved with the Underground Railway.

Henry and Catherine Ecroyd’s son Richard married Eleanor Starr in 1863 and raised their large family during the Post Civil War years at Spring Farm. The large black walnut trees surrounding the Spring Farm house were planted by Richard for each of his 7 daughters when they were born.  
Their daughter Elizabeth married Samuel Nicholson, Vice President of Westinghouse, in 1892 and in 1922/23 purchased Spring Farm from the remaining siblings and heirs to Richard and Eleanor Ecroyd.

Samuel and Elizabeth immediately turned over the operations of Spring Farm to their son James S. Nicholson and his wife Marjorie (Monty), as he and his wife traveled the world after his retirement from Westinghouse. James Nicholson, although a devote Quacker, served in the United States Army during World War 1. Together with Marjorie they built an addition to the barn to maintain a Registered Holstein dairy herd and build one of the most progressive dairy farm operations in Pennsylvania at that time.

After Elizabeth’s passing Samuel Nicholson returned to Spring Farm and built an addition onto the main house for himself. This large addition is what is referred as the in-law suite.



James and Marjorie are probably the most remembered residents of Spring Farm. Jim for his activity as a Charter Member of the Muncy Township Fire Company in 1948, his position as a Township Supervisor and County Commissioner. Marjorie as a Charter Member of the Muncy Township Fire Company Auxiliary, founder of the Pennsdale Meeting House Christmas Carrol Singalong and the inspiration and model for the famous David Armstrong painting “The Quilter”. Another famous Armstrong painting is of the property- “The Springhouse”
Upon James passing in 1963 Marjorie, together with their 2 sons, James and Peter continued to operate the Dairy Farm and management of Spring Farm until James Jr., the last Nicholson, passed away in 1992.

Ruth Whitacre Keyser, Marjorie and James Nicholson’s niece, was one quarter heir to Spring Farm and together with her husband, William Keyser and daughter bought out the remaining heirs and have lived at Spring Farm since. The farm was placed in trust and is ultimately willed to Nickolette Keyser Jones, the 10th generation at Spring Farm and currently the last heir.
